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Q.
One of my live oak trees is loaded with the red galls which I understand are eggs from wasps.  I usually use the live oak leaves for mulch and in my compost pile.  Do I have to segregate the leaves with the wasps on them? 

A.
No, not at all, the galls are leaf tissue that was altered by a chemical injection by the wasp when it laid its egg in the leaf.  The wasp egg and larva was protected by the gall when it was developing but will be long gone when the leaves fall.  The wasps are tiny and beneficial.  They are no threat to plants or people in the landscape.  Use the gall decorated leaves for compost and mulch. 

Q.
Do snapdragons ever get borers?  A few of mine seem to have them.  Is there any protection? 

A.
Yes, snaps are attacked by borers from time to time.  A insecticide like Sevin should prevent further infestation if you spray it now and again in two weeks.  

Q.
How often should we water cyclamen? 

A.
If the weather stays mild they probably need to be watered with drip irrigation or hose twice per week. 

Q.
I want to have a collection of citrus in containers.  What types will work in containers? 
A.
Use half whiskey barrels and fill them with good potting soil.  Fertilize generously with Osmocote or a similar slow release product for containers.  Meyer lemon and Mexican lime do very well in containers.  Satsuma mandarin and kumquats also do well.  

Q.
Which vegetable can I grow in containers this winter?  It would be great if they were attractive enough for a patio garden. 
A.
Carrots, beets, onions, radishes, and turnips all do fine.  Greens are very attractive.  Try a collection of leaf lettuce.  There are several colors and textures.  “Bright Lights” Swiss chard is especially attractive with its red, orange, blue, yellow, white, and green stems.  Parsley is also attractive and nutritious.  
Q.
Is it too late to fertilize my lawn?  It made it through the drought very well. 

A.
As long as the lawn is green it can utilize the winterizer fertilizer but you should do it quickly.  A better option might be to aerate and top dress with compost. 

